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Why do Normal Girls like Beauties?

The famous manga writer Fumi Saimon once said, “male readers of manga don’t like cool,
good-looking heroes. They prefer ordinary people who they can identify with.” On the other hand,
thé heroines in girls’ manga tend to be beautiful. Why can these characters get sympathy from the
ordinary girls who read manga? Let us consider this question using characters from the receﬁt manga
series, Machida s World (Machida-kun no sekai) by Yuki Anda.

The heroine of this manga, Inohara, is a beautiful and brilliant girl but she keeps people at a
distance. In the opening volumes of the manga, she has a bitter attitude toward Machida, who is the

hero in the work. At the beginning, most readers will likely feel that she is unpleasant, and therefore

not relatable. However, as the story continues, the reader develops a

good impression of her and therefore begins to relate to her, Her

characterization accomplishes this through two features. One of these is
that she has the relatable reactions of a ‘common’ girl. The other is that

the manga shows her to actually be a sincere person.

Because she is so beautiful, she is never concerned about

compliments. However, she feels embarrassed to be praised by

Inohara shows her
Machida. In addition, when some girl tries to attract Machida’s kind side.

attention, Inohara looks worried. These reactions are common among
young gitls in school life. She knows that she is beautiful, but she worries about the person she loves
in the same manner as others girls do. Therefore, the readers can identify with her. That’s the point of

the identification: not the character, but the reaction.




The second reason, Inohara’s sincerity, 18 very effective in simulating feelings of closeness to
her; she is posed as the reader’s “good friend.” Girls tend to like sincere friends. (This is likely not
limited to girls.) In Machidas World, Inohara’s classmate Sakae says, “Inohara, you have a cute
side” fo her when Inohara is visibly upset because the boy she likes is dating another person. If

Inohara had acted out of jealousy instead of honest nervousness, the readers wouldn't have

sympathized her, and therefore Sakae wouldn't have said that. In this
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scene, Sakae is a substitute for the reader who wants to cheer on the

.honest feelings of a close friend.

Inchara has feelings for

her crush.

When a male classmate tells Inohara that he loves her, she accepts the proposal for a date

even though she has no feelings for him. This is because she thinks that she must turn down his

feelings only after she comes to know his true personality. In this

scene the hero, Machida, says, “Inohara is a sincere person”™ and that

“sincerity is one of her good points.” It is likely that the readers have
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the same impression. Here too, Machida is the substitute of the

reader’s identification.

Based to these observations, we can say that girls’ manga Machida sees Inohara’s

sincere outlook.

heroines have points through which the reader can identify with her.

The manga story gives the reader many chances to “cheer on” Inohara, by éhéWing her reacting to
common situations. Ideally, school-age girls want to cheer on their friends, but in real society
relationships are very complicated. Some girls have feelings of jealousy, while others try to rank and
classify people. For these reasons, many feel like they can’t cheer on their real-life friends. However,
by reading the stories in girls’ manga they can simulate the experience of having a beautiful, sincere,
ideal friend.

The hero of boy’s manga is the reader’s alter ego. However, the heroine of girls’ manga is



not completely the same style. Instead, she is also an ideal image, not of the reader, but the reader’s

ideal friend. Beauty is one element of an idealized version of a female personality. For the reader to

EE

idealize a character, that character must be “perfect,” including “gentleness,” “adventurousness” and

also “strength.” Can we not say that “beauty” is on this list as well?
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How to Create Equal Friendships

What do you like about your friends? Maybe this is a difficult question, since
usually the reasons people like other people are composed of many complicated factors.
Not all of these factors are directly related to the friends’ special points. If someone
says, “I like my friend because he (or she) is convenient for me” you are likely to feel
unpleasant. However, it is also likely that sometimes you yourself have a similar
attitude toward your friends without knowing it. In fact, convenience is one important .
factor in creating friendships. These “convenient friends” of yours are probably like a
certain character in the recent manga Machida’s World by Yuki Ando. The hero Hajime
Machida’s relationship with this character is the good example of how to avoid

“convenience friendship” and establish equal friendships.

The character Ryota Nishino is a careless person, to put it mildly. He drops
papers, puts important letters in the wrong person’s locker, and many other things.
Because of these traits, he often is looked down on by people around him. You know a
person like this, don’t you? For example, at the office, among your relatives, in school,
or among your friends. In one important scene, he talks to Machida about how “clumsy”

he is.
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“Nobody treat me as their equal...Uh, that’s

because I'm just a clown.”

From this statement we can see that, although

Nishino doesn’t mind his position so much, he certainly doesn’t like it. However, he

grudgingly accepts others’ treatment of him, because he is aware of his own faults.

However Machida praises Nishino’s energy, “Even if it fails, you never give up. I think

not many people have your courage.” Although Machida doesn’t deny that Nishino has :
faults, he recognizes that that Nishino’s lack of fear at confessing his love to the gitls he l
likes represents a positive characteristic as well. Recognizing both the good and bad in a |

person is the sincerest evaluation you can give.
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In the scene after Machida and his female
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friend Inohara rescue Nishino from being treated
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unfairly by a group of boys who use Nishino as a

“convenient friend,"’ Nishino thanks Inohara “Thank

you! Because you and Machida hung out with me

today, I feel as good as if I could get a girl’s affections.” Nishino is definitely a
“clumsy” person but he also has the courage and honesty to thank people he cares about,
In real life, it is difficult to make proper relationship between boyfriends and girlfriends,
and between friends as well. However if you feel moved by the relationships in

Machida’s World, it is certainly worth making efforts to establish equal relationships.




