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Step into English Conversation

Instructor: Ngaire Anne KEENAN

Period: Spring & Fall Semester, Monday 2™ period

End-of-Semester Review:
This was a lovely, hardworking class and the students all had a good attitude and were willing
to overcome their shyness to improve their communication skills.
Attendance was a little patchy which is understandable given the students’ need to prioritise
their studies. However those who attended regularly and participated fully in activities
improved their speaking and listening significantly.

I really enjoyed teaching this class!

Step up in English Conversation

Instructor: Ngaire Anne KEENAN

Period: Spring & Fall Semester, Tuesday 2™ period

End-of-Semester Review:
This class was a mix of levels, academic majors and year of study. The students quickly
overcame shyness and a friendly cooperative atmosphere was established between the students
themselves very quickly.
Attendance was a little hit and miss (due to various understandable factors) and although this
will have had some effect on the confidence of less frequent attendees, the communication
level of the class remained high and improved vocabulary is definitely a highlight.

A very fun class to teach!
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English Conversation 1

Instructor: Damien OKADO-GOUGH

Period: Spring & Fall Semester, Wednesday 3™ period
Objective:

* To increase students’ communicative confidence in English

* To build spoken fluency to approximately 100-120 wpm (approx. 80% native speed)

* To increase students’ spoken grammar complexity and accuracy across the three tense/aspect
groups. Grammar focus to include proper tense use, subject verb agreement, sentence structure,
articles, and plurals.

* To increase students’ vocabulary range and level of appropriateness on matters relating to
school, work, leisure, experiences and events, family, friends and colleagues, hopes, dreams,
ambitions, and plans, as well as expressing opinions and give reasons for them

» To assist the students towards proficiency in the pronunciation of the /8/ & /0/ (th), /r/ and /1/,
/t/ and /v/, /w/, and /[/ (s) phonemes.

Course Contents:

* Group and pair discussions on various topics

* Pronunciation instruction and practice

* Intensive reading using texts from media and academic sources

* Extensive reading using graded readers

* Presentations and discussions based on analysis of graded readers

» Wider cultural education using music and film

General overview and agenda:

Those who attended regularly were able to participate in most or all of the planned activities,
but there were only a few who attended more than 10 classes. The graded readers were popular,
with students reading several books and doing presentations to the other students about the
contents of the books, such as plot, setting, character analysis, and so on. Students focued well
on the pronunciation activities and were enthusiastic about regualr practice and gaining
mastery. Some students were so enthusiatic about the contents of the classes in general that
they also attended the following class inthe 4th period.

The challenge for this class was following a progressive syllabus given the sporadic
attendance of some students. It became necessary to try to find a balance between ensuring

elements of a progressive syllabus and introducing stand-alone activities which in turn could

compliment or support the syllabus. If students can see clearly defined goals and a pathway
to achieving those goals, they are more inclined to attend. With that said, those who did attend

regularly showed a high level of motivation towards increasing their English communication
skills.

English Conversation 2

Instructor: Damien OKADO-GOUGH
Period: Spring& Fall Semester, Wednesday 4™ period
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Objective:

* To increase students’ communicative confidence in English.

* To build spoken fluency to approximately 120-150 wpm (approx. native speed)

* To increase students’ spoken grammar complexity and accuracy.

* To increase students’ vocabulary range and level of appropriateness on matters relating to
topics relating to current affairs, personal lives, media, literature, and other topics that students
consider interesting.

* To assist the students towards proficiency in the pronunciation of the /0/ & /0/ (th), /t/ and /1/,
/t/ and /v/, /w/, and /[/ (s) phonemes.

Course contents:

* Group and pair discussions on various topics

* Pronunciation instruction and practice

* Intensive reading using texts from media and academic sources

* Extensive reading using graded readers

* Presentations and discussions based on analysis of graded readers

* Wider cultural education using music and film.

General overview and agenda:
The students attending this class were noticably higher level than many of the students from
the 3rd period, although there was an overlap in attendance. They were also often older, which
resulted in a higher level of interest in current affairs. This allowed for more group discussions
on complex matters and greater vocabulary cover. It was a smaller group, which had a good
communicative dynamic, so conversation activities flowed very well, although there was
sometimes a willingness to rely more on my explanation of more complex matters in order to
experience more compelx grammar.
Similarly to the 3rd period class, it was too difficult to follow a progressive syllabus because
of the sometimes sporadic attendance. One activity that allowed for continuum was the
extensive reading of graded readers, which we often read as a group in class. The graded
readers were higher level in this class, and allowed for discussions on more complex language
suach as metaphor and idioms. The challenge for the next semester, again, is to achieve a level
of progression through the semester whilst employing many stand alone activities that do not
require weekly attendance to understand or participate in.

223 WIS =T/ SEEE

ARAVETIVHZHEES ! {Vamos a leer historietas en espafiol!
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FRERFHE AT AR CH19R. 26 1. 7H14H3R.7H7H 3-4R)
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@ PR K AL ONREM B E D,

O AA L GEE O BRI SRR B A LTRSS,
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Real-life Korean Conversations for Beginners
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=8B FH Y FhaE | ZINEE (DO~%%) B FHERR
HEE HEIGEHTHE 231 195 57.75
RAVNHIIVEE | 7T VEBUFIRIE S#RH 72 17 18
7T AGE BRERA 42 87 21
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RV IVEE B 63 95 31.5
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#E iContact:1 [] 15 43« B 224 iContact: 1 [8] 30 4y

Teacher’s Voice
Benjamin FILER (Liberal Education Center)

From a personal perspective, this has been a
very positive year of iContact sessions, and I hope !
students also found them useful, interesting, and
motivating. From the autumn term, I moved
1Contact to the lunch break rather than class time,
which made it accessible to all students, not only
those free during scheduled classes. This change
proved popular, as there have been no empty

sessions since the lunchtime format began. I have
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met students from a wide range of departments and year levels, although participation from the
Computer Science department remains an area to improve. Most sessions have focused on relaxed,
general conversation, but several students requested targeted IELTS Speaking support, which I
hope helped their test preparation. I look forward to continuing and developing iContact in the

next academic year.

Christopher WYLE (Liberal Education Center)

1 B o The 2025 iCoToBa sessions were, as
always, meaningful and enjoyable. This
academic year I was happy to meet new
¢ students and learn from them, and hopefully
they found meaning in our conversations as
B well. As in previous years, there are students
who join me with some regularity and we can
get to know each other better and more deeply

than in a class typically with many students.

This is meaningful for me and I learn about
Japan and elsewhere from the students I meet each week in I-Contact. I also meet students from
a wide variety of majors and of course each student brings his or her own viewpoints, experiences
and interests. I am also sad to say goodbye to several students who I joined me in I-Contact who
are now graduating. I will miss our conversations and wish them the best in their future life after
graduation.

Derrace McCALLUM (Liberal Education Center)
This year’s iContact sessions were a meaningful and rewarding part of my work here at Aichi
Prefectural University. It was a pleasure meeting and interacting with students in a relaxed, one-
to-one environment that allows for open and honest communication beyond the traditional
classroom setting.
These sessions provided an important space for students to ask questions, share concerns, and
seek guidance about English study, academic goals, and personal opportunities for the future. I
particularly appreciate being able to meet students
from a wide range of majors and backgrounds,
including those I do not teach in regular classes. At
the same time, connecting individually with my
own students helps strengthen rapport and mutual
understanding.
I look forward to continuing this fruitful

engagement with our students and supporting their

growth in the coming year.
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Melo WADISON (Liberal Education Center)

Este foi meu ultimo ano lecionando na
Universidade da Provincia de Aichi e, ao longo
desse periodo, o iContact foi um espaco
' especialmente significativo. Ano apds ano, pude

-1 acompanhar o crescimento constante do interesse

* ¢ dos estudantes pela lingua portuguesa e pelo
= ~ Brasil, o que se refletiu claramente no aumento
do ntmero de alunos que vieram praticar

conversagdo comigo no iContact. Participaram

ndo apenas estudantes das disciplinas de Estudos
Liberais, mas também um niimero cada vez maior de alunos do Curso de Graduacdo em Lingua
Portuguesa, demonstrando maior iniciativa em usar o portugués de forma espontdnea e
comunicativa. Ver esse desenvolvimento progressivo no interesse e na atitude dos estudantes em
relacdo a lingua foi uma experiéncia muito gratificante e marcou de forma positiva meu
encerramento na universidade.
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Ich habe ein Jahr lang am iContact-Programm
teilgenommen und dabei viele japanische
Studierende kennengelernt, die sich fiir die
deutsche Sprache interessiert haben. Es waren
nicht nur Deutschstudierende dabei, sondern oy
auch welche die an neugierig waren oder eine
neue Sprachen lernen wollten. Dadurch waren
manche Treffen besonders lebendig — wir haben '

viel gelacht und voneinander gelernt. i
Im ersten Semester war ich der einzige Student S :
aus Deutschland, weshalb die Treffen immer gut besucht waren. Ich hatte oft die Gelegenheit,
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iiber Deutsch im Alltag und {iber Deutschland zu sprechen, und konnte so ein kleines Stiick
Heimat vermitteln.

Was besonders Spall gemacht hat, war es spielerisch den Sprachkontakt zu fordern und die
deutsche Sprache und Kultur auf humorvolle Weise ndherzubringen — zum Beispiel mit
komplizierten Wortern wie Streichholzschéchtelchen oder Eierschalenso
lIbruchstellenverursacher oder mit zunéchst merkwiirdig erscheinenden Dingen wie Spaghettieis
oder geschlossenen Laden am Sonntag.

Alles in allem habe ich sehr gerne an iContact teilgenommen und kann es jeder Person
empfehlen, die Freude an neuen Begegnungen und kulturellem Austausch hat.
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